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back to the first half of the 13th century. Its source 
was Seljuk Asia Minor. Soon after, the peninsula 
received a powerful Islamic impulse from Central 
Asia (primarily Khorezm) and became one of the 
most important centers of Islam in the Golden 
Horde, where theology, law, education, literature, 
Sufi brotherhoods and craft guilds developed. The 
Horde and then Crimean khans, the feudal elite and 
townspeople contributed to the creation of an ex-
tensive Muslim infrastructure - a developed net-
work of mosques, madrasas, waqfs, tekkies and 
azizes. Despite all the losses, there is no other post-
Horde region that has as many monuments of me-
dieval Muslim civilization as Crimea does”. 

The dictionary contains 138 articles, 36 of 
them were written by the compiler and editor-in-
chief, I. Zaitsev, a prominent Russian historian and 
orientalist who thoroughly knows the region under 
study. The other part of the work was written by 
the authors from Crimea, Moscow, Kazan and Ufa: 
this book comprises articles by representatives of 
various scientific schools, sometimes adhering to 
different positions and points of view. There are 
articles about famous religious figures, written and 
architectural monuments, the phenomena and pro-
cesses of the Islamic history of Crimea. It is worth 
noting that according to the compilers and editors’ 
logic, articles about modern Islamic figures are not 
included in the text of the book (although such an 
approach was practiced in previous editions of the 
dictionary): time and thoughtful analysis are re-
quired to comprehend modern processes. 

The authors have rightfully chosen the Crime-
an Tatar forms of spelling certain personal names 

in dictionary entries (Adzhi, Usain; Abibullah, 
etc.), although perhaps it would have been worth-
while to indicate their original Arabic forms 
(Khadzhi, Hussein, Khabibullah, etc.). This ap-
proach is entirely justified, otherwise the reader 
can be confused by different spellings of names. A 
similar problem exists in Dagestan, where one can 
encounter completely different spellings of histori-
cal figures and famous theologians’ names. It must 
be assumed that preference in this case should be 
given to the variant most common in the region. 

Of course, as the first edition of its kind, the dic-
tionary is not without its shortcomings. Many im-
portant articles are missing from the dictionary (for 
example, we will not be able to learn about the his-
tory of the Naqshbandi tariqa on the peninsula; there 
is no article on the regulation of the situation con-
cerning non-Muslims living in Crimea; there are no 
sections on Islamic written culture, etc.). However, 
the articles included in the volume are distinguished 
by a high scientific level of presentation. 

In general, it is worth noting that the publica-
tion of the encyclopedic dictionary “Islam in Cri-
mea” is certainly a great success for its authors and 
editors. Now, we have a reliable and solid basis for 
further research into the rich history of Islam in 
Crimea. 
 
References 

1. Islam v Krymu: ehntsiklopedicheskii slovar' 
(2024) [Islam in Crimea: Encyclopedic Dictionary]. 
Koll. avt.; gl. red. D. V. Mukhetdinov; sost. i otv. red. I. 
V. Zaitsev. Vyp. VIII, 192 p. Moscow, Medina.  (In 
Russian)

_______________________ 
 

ИСЛАМ В КРЫМУ 
 

Рамазан Султанович Абдулмажидов, 
Институт истории, археологии и этнографии  

Дагестанского федерального исследовательского центра  
Российской академии наук, 

367030, Республика Дагестан, г. Махачкала, ул. М. Ярагского, д. 75, 
ramazana@yandex.ru. 

 
Cерия «Ислам в Российской Федерации» издается по территориальному признаку. В работе 

над словарями коллектив авторов опирается на отечественную мусульманскую традицию в ли-
це Ш. Марджани, Р. Фахретдина, а также на российскую школу востоковедения. Статья явля-
ется рецензией на 8-й том этой серии «Ислам в Крыму». 
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Рецензируемое издание представляет собой 

восьмой том серийного энциклопедического 
словаря «Ислам в Российской Федерации». В 
рамках этого проекта издательским домом 
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