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The series “Islam in the Russian Federation” is published on a territorial basis. In their work on
dictionaries, the team of authors relies on the Russian Muslim tradition represented by Sh. Marjani, R.
Fahretdin and the Russian School of Oriental Studies. The article is a review of “Islam in Crimea”, the

th . .
8" volume of this series.
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This peer-reviewed publication is the eighth
volume of the serial encyclopedic dictionary “Is-
lam in the Russian Federation”. Within the frame-
work of this project, the Medina Publishing House
published the following volumes in previous years:
“Islam in the Nizhny Novgorod Region” (2007),
“Islam in Moscow” (2008), “Islam in St. Peters-
burg” (2009), “Islam in the Central European Part
of Russia” (2009), “Islam in the Urals” (2009), “Is-
lam in the Volga Region” (2013), “Islam in
Tatarstan” (2017), “Islam in Bashkortostan” (2022)
and, finally, “Islam in the North Caucasus” (2023).
The scientific community has been waiting for the
publication of the volume, dedicated to Crimea,
since 2014. It took ten years for the first encyclo-
pedic dictionary in Russian and world historiog-
raphy, dedicated to a comprehensive study of the
past and present of Muslims living on the Crimean
Peninsula, to be published. And the reasons for this

delay are quite understandable: The history of Is-
lam in Crimea is extremely rich in events and
names, it is an integral part of the history of the
Crimean Tatar people and our entire country. This
history includes both brilliant periods of prosperity
for the Crimean Tatar people and the tragedy of
their deportation, which changed the ethnic ap-
pearance of the peninsula and led to the complete
elimination of Muslim religious life in the region
for four and a half decades. However, it is in a dif-
ferent way that this history is now interpreted in
Ukraine, which the peninsula was part of from
1991 to 2014.

As noted in the preface to the publication, the
Islamization of Crimea was of a long-term nature.
“The legends associate the arrival of the Muslim
tradition on the peninsula with the names of the
ashabs Malik-Ashter and Gazi Mansur Medini.
The beginning of the Islamization in Crimea dates
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back to the first half of the 13" century. Its source
was Seljuk Asia Minor. Soon after, the peninsula
received a powerful Islamic impulse from Central
Asia (primarily Khorezm) and became one of the
most important centers of Islam in the Golden
Horde, where theology, law, education, literature,
Sufi brotherhoods and craft guilds developed. The
Horde and then Crimean khans, the feudal elite and
townspeople contributed to the creation of an ex-
tensive Muslim infrastructure - a developed net-
work of mosques, madrasas, waqfs, tekkies and
azizes. Despite all the losses, there is no other post-
Horde region that has as many monuments of me-
dieval Muslim civilization as Crimea does”.

The dictionary contains 138 articles, 36 of
them were written by the compiler and editor-in-
chief, I. Zaitsev, a prominent Russian historian and
orientalist who thoroughly knows the region under
study. The other part of the work was written by
the authors from Crimea, Moscow, Kazan and Ufa:
this book comprises articles by representatives of
various scientific schools, sometimes adhering to
different positions and points of view. There are
articles about famous religious figures, written and
architectural monuments, the phenomena and pro-
cesses of the Islamic history of Crimea. It is worth
noting that according to the compilers and editors’
logic, articles about modern Islamic figures are not
included in the text of the book (although such an
approach was practiced in previous editions of the
dictionary): time and thoughtful analysis are re-
quired to comprehend modern processes.

The authors have rightfully chosen the Crime-
an Tatar forms of spelling certain personal names

in dictionary entries (Adzhi, Usain; Abibullah,
etc.), although perhaps it would have been worth-
while to indicate their original Arabic forms
(Khadzhi, Hussein, Khabibullah, etc.). This ap-
proach is entirely justified, otherwise the reader
can be confused by different spellings of names. A
similar problem exists in Dagestan, where one can
encounter completely different spellings of histori-
cal figures and famous theologians’ names. It must
be assumed that preference in this case should be
given to the variant most common in the region.

Of course, as the first edition of its kind, the dic-
tionary is not without its shortcomings. Many im-
portant articles are missing from the dictionary (for
example, we will not be able to learn about the his-
tory of the Nagshbandi tariga on the peninsula; there
is no article on the regulation of the situation con-
cerning non-Muslims living in Crimea; there are no
sections on Islamic written culture, etc.). However,
the articles included in the volume are distinguished
by a high scientific level of presentation.

In general, it is worth noting that the publica-
tion of the encyclopedic dictionary “Islam in Cri-
mea” is certainly a great success for its authors and
editors. Now, we have a reliable and solid basis for
further research into the rich history of Islam in
Crimea.
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NCJIAM B KPBIMY

Pamaszan CyaranoBu4 AOQy/IMaKuI0B,

WHCTUTYT UCTOPHUH, apXEOJIOTUU U 3THOTpaduu

I[aFCCTaHCKOFO (I)C,I[CpaJ]BHOFO HCCIICAO0BATCIILCKOI'O ICHTPA

Poccniickoii akagemMun Hayk,

367030, Pecriybmnuka Jlarecran, . Maxaukana, yi. M. Sparckoro, 1. 75,

ramazana@yandex.ru.

Cepus «Vcnam B Poccuiickoit @enepariummy U3gaeTcs 0 TEPPUTOPHATEHOMY IpU3HaKy. B paboTte
HaJI CJIOBapsSIMH KOJIJICKTHB aBTOPOB ONMUPAETCS Ha OTEYECTBEHHYIO MYCYJIbMAHCKYIO TPAIUIHIO B JIH-
ue UI. Mapmxkanu, P. ®axpernuna, a Takke Ha pOCCHICKYIO IIKOIY BOCTOKOBeAeHUs. CTaThs sIBJIS-
eTcd peueHsueil Ha 8-if ToM atoill cepun «Mcnam B Kpbimy».

Kuiouesvble ciioBa: Mcnam, Kpbim, SHIUKIIONIEAUUECKHH clI0Baph, U3AATENbCKUN J0M «MeauHay

PenersupyeMoe n3naHue MpEeACTABISIET COOOM
BOCHbMON TOM CEpPUMHOIO SHIMKIONEINIECKOTO

cnoBapsa «HMcnam B Poccutickoit ®enepanun». B
pamMKax »JTOTrO IMpPOEKTa W3JATENbCKUM JIOMOM
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